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For those that have been off the planet for a while,
Relativity combines the fearsome talemts of the O
Domhnaill family (Triona & Michedl) and the
Cunningham family (John & Phil), Take a wealth of
instrumental talent together with Triona's unique
vocals, Mix in fiddle, accordeon and clavinet with
some of the most impressive electronic keyboard
arrangements 've heard. Use to arrange traditional
and contemporary tune sels with Gaelic songs.
Reszult = a superbly satisfying concoction.

There’s music for all tastes here. The lush,
slow Cunningham airs [Ceol Anna and When She
Sleeps) work especially well with the enhanced
instrumentation. The title track contrasts a superb
Elton John piano arrangement with some vocal
pyrotechnics from Triona Ni Dombnaill (on the
only song with English lyrics). Rosc Catha Na
Mumhan has some almost ethereal vocals mixed
with a 19708 raunchy backing that reminds me of
the King Crimson/Blodwyn Pig era. Sort of 21s
Century Schizoid Gael if vou know whalt | mean.
There's also some more conventional tune sels
{mainly Cunningham inspired), including a rework
of Phil's Hogtie’s Reel complete with drummers
from the Black Watch!

Seriously though, their first album was going
to be a hard act to follow, but follow it they
certainly have. The LP is similar in style, vet
shows a marked progression — the sound is more
dense in some ways, and uses kevboards most
invenl v as a foil to Phil's accordeon and
Triona’s percussive clavinet. The whole thing
shows just how ‘folk” musicians can produce top
quality contemporary music while staying true to
their roots, Superb stuff.
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Those of vou who heard the devastating Kandia
Kouvate in the course of Radio 3's recent Music Of
The Roval Courts broadcasts or at Bracknell will
have an idea of the vocal style and indeed one of
her only serious rivals — we'ne talking here of
vocal prowess so famed that patrons shower the
artists with gifts like houses, cars and even
Jilliﬂll'.\'! In terms of range. dynamics, control,
decoration. tane, lungpower, and the ability to
generate emotional radiation which causes vour
gonosepimples to mutate, these women have few
equals!

The four beautiful picces on this LP are
accompanied by another acclaimed Malian musician,
the acoustic guitarist Bouba Sacko. with both
violin and balafon double-tracked by Keletigui
Diabate, and the traditional ngoni [small lute)
provided by Moriba Koita. The violin in particular
adds a unique, seemingly experimental flavour to
the music, whilst whoever produced the recording
had a few interesting tricks up their sleeves as
well — there are some under-stated but enormously
effective vocal echo effects here and there, The
end product is thus of a traditional music of great
power .illl! 1'1‘ill|“. |n.|1 ]_II\|.\'|:-;| |.:|'\I mus Al1s AW ':'nl
are not afraid o harmess the modern world for
what benefits it can offer. A Malian cquivalent of
the TaboriCronshaw partnership, for example

Converts of Jali Musa Jawara, Qusmane Sacko
and Ali Farka Toure should need nil persuasion to
add this to vour collections and discover how, in
Malian vocal circles as well as most other worldwide
walks of life, the women generally have the upper
hand!
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Amy Koifa

greater or lesser prominence, thrm hof
LP. None of this iz any bad thing and it all
provides quite an enjovable listen
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he composed improvised
hip exudes assurance and
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The instrumental colour is quite well
varied 1 the small line-up which, although
drum-free. has no trouble at all in sustaining
rhyvthmic impetus. The use of Northumbrian pipes
in this type of musical comtext s particularly
imteresting, Roberts making them seem just as
much al home as the sax and flute - you start to
wonder why it isn’t done more aften

I've no idea of
ratio, but the musiciar
togetherness withouwt «
proficiency

The music flows easily and I've tended to
listen 1o it as a near-scamless whole rather than as
a collection of individual pieces, so wouldn’
attempit to single out any track for praise or blame
(not that the latter is applicable), The lasting
impression is of 4 thoroughly accomplished and
agrecable record not. despite some of the foregoing,
readily categorised, Reallyv it's a case of thres
people drawing on their diverse experience is the
service of others to make something new of their
own — this particular bunch of “old session men’
are far from jaded.

Mick Beale
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