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IT STARTED slowly, gathered momentum
and pace as it progressed, and ended late,
colourful, noisy and triumphant. It was the
last day of The Bothy Band's Irish tour,
culminating in a gig in the national stadium.
‘They hadn't played in Dublin for eight
months, and the rapt stadium audience
received them well oo

b n hours earlier in Mulligan, the
:\m\im dl.l‘ Lo not the pub when menbm' in
tite persan of Dosal Lunny arrived, sat on a pile
of boxes. smoked cimdrettes (up to 30 a day),
drank = coffes and . He playd L,
bouzouki

Keenan, uilleann pi whistle and low Whistle:
Kevin Burke, fiddle; Triopa Ni Dombeill, vocals,
clavinet, harmonium and bodhran, and her brather
Michael, vocals, guitar, harmonium and ofgin,
| “That's eleven instruments between the slx of
them. In addition, individual members compose
and. produce. Each s a well-known traditional
Trih musician dn hisfher own right, dnd the
mtﬁ' ity of the present line-up came together
a8 Bgthy Band in 1574,

Michael k?'l::lﬂh‘l’ﬂlh :wnln o& the :::'Te.
The bothw ks the name given 1o s wr
hats_ of lrish migran; workers picking potatoes
on Scottish farms,

Sad songs
Thelr only enterminment was gheir  music,
same ﬂﬁﬂl‘;u' Matt,
in are the hard core of the group.
wnml, Michael and Triona giving balance
and counterpoint.

They ve been on the road since March 1,
and have fust released their LB, " After-
" This was recarded live over nine d
in Paris, and iovolved endless listening to the
1y selecting, npﬁl::g, mmnug‘.p“;l. ;‘;\su;uilj;
B, ey g ol o
" in 1970, Mulligan Music aims to p
?w&e:ln uo?E galy for the Both Band bug for
z meneral,

Irish mugic in - drom traditional o rock.
Mulligan H.Q. it a bustling p_hwhla m
Tor.the Pl B riday Nell switches

lmm to Irish as she takes re-
culls, there §s 3 big poster of
on_the wall, and Daonal reveals that

songs, The present '

F

by Anne Dempsey

o The band bas been apart for six months to

ve everyome an rtund recharge their

respective creative mziu,w i :
_ Before the br

eak they Bad been
constantly, Ireland, England, l’fm and America,
of

Donal muses on ﬂarnr.?~
end of the night m-

tour: “On a high at

musk;tumd;, usually very hungry, a
something . to eat, next morming up a5 late as
possible, living our of a suitcase, if

a :Iﬂ:. Then the Lsu i mlw

see cities,

On a.practical level, some of the tours had
been very badly organised. The band has been
r:m |uﬂ'nre of mag:]r; abﬁlﬁ ldnﬂmn.

some them T
for: their music &t mﬂé.m:, ;g, l?;-lmﬂs
1o find oaly four dates booked ouiside
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Mr, Micheal O Domhnaill of the Bothy Band sig ms &

A day in
the life of
THE BOTHY

copy of [ Afterhours * for @ young fa.
to Brittany, Denmack and Americat "1 like long
tours. I can: pgyoe mysell wp for them, that
way of fife becomes normality for me.”

Personal detsils are hard to come by 1
learn through persistence that Mare is married
with  two small children, and that he Jeft &
good, permanent, pensionable job  with A
Lingus fo join the band.  Paddy Keeman is
married and Hves in Dublin, Kevin and Michacl,

both cusrently. of mo fized abode, are si
Triona, whea I meet ber, volunteers that
mo longer.

wis married bt is Donsl Lt is
1 married with a  nipe-year-old son, bat lHves
BAND S
¥ The walk over Junch is abour the give-and-
tiks of a .

we're the ooly ones who buy your records. I'm other
in the seouts myself, and all the students from

Germany last year knew yobr music and knew m‘bims come in when & tour is going badiv.

we feel insocure, but this last tour has

more about you thin we did ™ been very
The Bothy Band's music is mainly export, They dég to do & sound check at the
with about a Ihh;: recard mﬁ?m I.h:e stadium I depart ta do similar things on
Irish mraket. A our mational (nferiority the some front. 'We meet azain an_hour before
complex is to blame. We buy what the media Fe dus en stage upstairs in Garvey's pub.
plays, and the media in the main, including 1 find that Kevin, and Triona really do
arban pirate stations, play hits from exist, Kevin, born in London, speaks with an
s T s A e e tpek says he is T ot
from Mwlrhhm_nla? L e to ¢ for a few months, and didn't bring
i G e i e eded'y bk ™
RAMER sebd CgSMases RN S Dok Paddy Kennan & mot so_forthcoming: “Put
Bt e, ed RE ek Yo S, O T ety
way from us in at - i}
r Dombmaill s snsurprised 't give
tecrs on Triona’s whereabouts, “interviews, you could say he talks through bis
- A aetd tato % Miessicn” abowt belag . the
[ on & RE O
Thrown out DAl womaa I 3 e man B ther’s noth
g ng ‘to it”

Sigaing over, we repair -to 1 local She has tie last few months orgamisi
where the chat is of music, dance. hall mm: RLroups ar -'R:‘ Meeting Place”, a mdllinnlﬂ
and  the youth  of hm.;u A man ﬁ::r m{ l'; Dorset Strest, Sh;dil ]del.ialﬂed At

says you have to practically: nad they have gone, eaves  so0n
the instruments down Iﬂ" stolen, mmmammwmduhwuwm
Donal recalls with saisfacoon the mmmupnmr.mmw
time he was thrown out of | l2:;-1:1 #reat, interess n her music.
his, youth. 3 . Ivjs. T wenture, a rather insecure existcace
wthm . He has. . “The ﬂmwmuhmma'm
T e T i Ryl o
tour. He, “more  you o re m
an LP, -trh% Burke, and he's off goon expectations are dissppointed.”




